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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Lighthouse BBC Coming Together / Baccalaureate and Recognition Sunday 
Theme    : Standing fast, Serving God as Free in 2023 
Focus    : Standing in the True Grace of God (1 Pet 5:12) 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon / Online 
Date    : August 20, 2023 
 
TITLE    : GROWING, INCREASING 
Text/s    :   
 
2 Peter 3:18 
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and for ever. Amen. 
KJV 
 
Heb 3:6 
6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Col 1:9-12 
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; 
11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with 
joyfulness; 
12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light: 
KJV 
 
Song/s    :  
 
 
Other references  :  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
2 Peter 3:18 
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and for ever. Amen. 
KJV 
 
Grace  
NT:5485 <START GREEK>xa/ri$ <END GREEK> charis (khar'-ece); from NT:5463; graciousness (as gratifying), 
of manner or act (abstract or concrete; literal, figurative or spiritual; especially the divine influence upon 
the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude):  KJV - acceptable, benefit, favour, gift, grace (-
ious), joy, liberality, pleasure, thank (-s, -worthy). 
 
 
Knowledge 
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NT:1108 <START GREEK>gnw=si$ <END GREEK> gnosis (gno'-sis); from NT:1097; knowing (the act), i.e. (by 
implication) knowledge:  KJV - knowledge, science. 
 
 
Heb 3:6 
6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 
KJV 
 
Confidence 
NT:3954 <START GREEK>parrhsi/a <END GREEK> parrhesia (par-rhay-see'-ah); from NT:3956 and a derivative 
of NT:4483; all out-spokenness, i.e. frankness, bluntness, publicity; by implication, assurance:  KJV - bold (X 
-ly, -ness, -ness of speech), confidence,  freely,  openly,  plainly (-ness). 
 
 
“...grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ...hold fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end” (2 Pet 3:18; Heb 3:6). 
 
Increase in all kinds of act or work, literally and spiritually, according to how God has made your heart and 
life (your efforts, diligence) acceptable, worthy of praise according to how you have known Christ Jesus the 
Lord.  Hold fast to this assurance or confidence throughout your life, living with gratitude and thanksgiving 
to Him until He returns. 
 
 
 
BODY 
 
 
Where do we actually need to be firm, steadfast unto the end? 
 
>>> Into have a life of growth.  Growing. Increasing. 
 
Col 2:19 
19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, 
and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:15-16 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
Col 1:10 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 3:12-13 
12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as 
we do toward you: 
13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 4:9-12 
9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to 
love one another. 
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10 And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, 
that ye increase more and more; 
11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we 
commanded you; 
12 That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 1:3 
3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth 
exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth; 
KJV 
 
 
>>> Into have a life of growth.  Growing.  Increasing. 
 
Therefore the ever actual command: Grow, Increase. 
 
 

1) Grow, increase in all and every act or work in which God makes you able 
 
2 Peter 3:18 
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory 
both now and for ever. Amen. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:2 
2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
KJV 
 
 

2) Grow, Increase in how in each of these, your knowledge of Christ will be made known 
 
Col 1:10 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:17 
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him: 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:13 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:17-19 
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him: 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, 
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KJV 
 
2 Cor 2:14-15 
14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the 
savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 
15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 4:6-10 
6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 
not of us. 
8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 
9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 
10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our body. 
KJV 
 
 

3) Grow, increase while taking hold of how you are being made of God 
 
2 Cor 9:8 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work: 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:2 
2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 
KJV 
 
Ps 100:3 
3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his 
people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:10 
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 
KJV 
 
Phil 3:12-16 
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I 
may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise 
minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. 
16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the 
same thing. 
KJV 
 

Phil 3:12-16 
12 It is not that I have already obtained it or already reached the goal — no, I keep pursuing it 
in the hope of taking hold of that for which the Messiah Yeshua took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I, 
for my part, do not think of myself as having yet gotten hold of it; but one thing I do: forgetting 
what is behind me and straining forward toward what lies ahead, 14 I keep pursuing the goal in 
order to win the prize offered by God’s upward calling in the Messiah Yeshua. 15 Therefore, as 
many of us as are mature, let us keep paying attention to this; and if you are differently 
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minded about anything, God will also reveal this to you. 16 Only let our conduct fit the level we 
have already reached.  
CJB 

 
 

4) Grow, increase while showing gratitude and thanksgiving to Him through service 
 
2 Cor 9:8 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work: 
KJV 
 
Titus 3:14 
14 And let ours also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:28 
28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing 
which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. 
KJV 
 
 

5) Grow, increase while awaiting His return 
 
Isa 40:30-31 
30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 
31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations: 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
KJV 

 
 
Col 1:9-12 
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; 
11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with 
joyfulness; 
12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light: 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:15-16 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 
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16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
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